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NEORHYMIS v2.1 8 Release Notes

NEORHYMIS v21 (NR_v2.1)is the new version of the RHYMI8ient softwarethatreplaces the
currentNEORHYMIS v2.0(NR_v2.0)application This document explains the majchianges thawere
made to thepplicationsince the distribution dIEORHYMISv2.0 in early 2005.These updates were
implemented primarilyo collect new RHY data elements for the Basic Center Program (BCP),
Transitional Living Program (TLP), and Street Outreach Program (B&Ruse ofuggestionby RHY
organizations ahyouth serving professionals.

Most of the modificdons were made in the area efdcesprovided to RHY youth. Basic Center

Programs may now record preventive efforts to divert youth at risk from leaving home without

permission. Transitional LivingBrgr ams now have thereptidentohl beper
when youth have left residency for a temporary respite -tinteor reassessment while continuing to

receive TLP servicesStreet Outreach Programs can now enter the number of contd@setha

subsequently provided shelter and/or other related services.

Basic Center Entrance Record d New or Changed Data Elements
Setting for Service Delivery

TheBasic Center Program (BCP) data item betbstinguishes shelter servicBem preventiorsenices

which are providedo the youth outside the shelter with the goal of preventing shelter driteyspecific

types of services providearefurther described in thgervicessection of the BCP Exit Rerd, entered

into NEORHYMISwhen the youth is deharged. Prevention services are reported under the new

sectior2 0 of BCP BEetwicdsPravidado (& efe Basi c Center Exit Reco

If a youth served by prevention efforts later emt@BCPshelterthe BCP Exit Record provides for
collection of the shelter entry date and the origiB&IP Service Start Daté.e., start of prevention
services) should not be revisetihe whole experience of initial prevention services followed by shelter
entry (if necessary) is considered one youth prograit vi

Settings for service delivery Identify the setting and nature of services delivered as explained below
(choose the type that applies).

Setting for Service Delivery(select one of the following codes):

1 Direct BCP shelter| Direct BCP shelteservices are those provided when the youth directly
services enters the BCP shelter without receiving prior preventive services.

2 Services to preven Preventive services were provided at home or another location to seny
shelter entry yout hos nteteedi@l obkaepingwhie youth in their home. The

may include: ishome services, services provided at a school,-fzased
organization, community center, on the BCP premises while the youth
continues to reside at home, or similar situations. Tkese¢ices could be
provided by a variety of sources. The BCP exit report will collect
information on specific services rendered.
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Youth who are receiving a structured course of preventive services outside the shelter should be recorded
in NEORHYMIS Entance and Exit Reports as wedl youth who directly enter tHg@CP. The

opportunity to describe the course and types of preventive services is found under Services, item 20 in the
BCP exit report. Such services recorded in NEORHYMIS BCP repshiguld benore structured than
transient or casual contacts (e.g., hotline/phone or brief;idragpunseling) recorded in the Brief

Service Contact Report.

Enter the date the youth first received preventive services or directly entered the BCP shelter without
prior preventive services.

BCP Service Start Date: (mm/ddlyyyy)

Data Element Renumbering

The last five BCP Entrance Record data elements have &eembeedto match similar TLP datidems
to and provide room for future modifications.

6. N/A (Reserved for future modifications)

7. Last Grade Completed

8. School Status

9. Youth who was formerly, but is not currently, the responsibility of the child welfare or foster
care agency

10. Youth who was formerly, but is not currently, the respasibility of the public juvenile justice
system

Basic Center Exit Record 8 New or Changed Data Elements
Home or Non-shelter Preventive Services Provided

The most significant change to the Basic Center Exit record forNRis the addition dPreventive
Servicestnder fAServices Providedod to permit BCP progr a
from leaving home without permission. These new data elerdestsibe different approaches taken

preventing runaway episodes amdrking directly withfamilies in the home and other community

settings. Youthwho receive preventive serviceghen issues can be rectifjaiften never enter the

shelter and keeping adequate statistical records of youth while outside a shelter is an important program
requirrment ofthe Runaway and Homeless Youth Act.

If, after receiving preventive services for a period of iny@uthsubsequently enters the BCP shelies,
BCP Exit Record provides for collection of the shelter entry date. The orig@RaEervice Start Bte

(i.e., start of prevention services) should not be revised as this circumstance is considered one youth
program visit.
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20. Preventive Serviceeome or nonshelter based (if applicable) The information

requested under this question doesapgly to youth who entered the€CB shelter directly (full intake).
If the youth entered the BCP shelter directly, please skip this section.

APreventive serviceso refers to counseling and ot
from ruming away or engaging in other risk behaviors, or being placed in the child welfare or juvenile
justice system unless thisisthrhn e yout hés best interest. These ser

interventions to help build healthy relationshipshivitthe family or household) and/or referrals to
promote healthy development or strengthen the you

Checkone or moreof the following preventive service options, depending on the assistance provided the
youth.

NOTE: If at the end of the peribof services, the youth runs away (not to the BCP) or successfully
insists upon a living situation other than the chosen placement, the final setting would be recorded under
Living Situation at Exit when the BCP Exit Report is quoeted.

201. In-home Preventive ServicesPreventive services were provided by the grantee
on an irRhome basis to the youth and/or the family or guardianship household and
not at BCP shelter or other grantee facility unless also indicated below. The youth
did not stay oernight at a shelter continued to reside at the original household.

202. Outof-home Preventive ServicesServices were provided by the grantee to the
youth offsite in the home of a relative or other responsible individual, school
setting, faithbased organization, community counseling or youth center not
affiliated with the grantee, or in anoth
overnight at a shelter during the period these services were provided and continued
to reside at the originaldusehold.

203. Overnight, Interim, Respite, or Very Limited BCP Shelter Stay with Return
Home Expected Soon:The youth was provided not more than a few nights of
interim, provisional accommodations at the BCP shelter (for respite, but not as a
full program participant although within the care and supervision of the program).
This experience could be for a fAcooling
appropriate permanent living setting. The expectation is that the youth returns to
the originalhousehold or alternative permanent living situation in the following
day or few days.

204. Temporary Stay or Respite at a Sett
BCP: The youth was provided temporary or respite living arrangements at an
alternative oubf-theh ome setting arranged by the gr e
or guardian. As in the previous situati
during transfer to an appropriate permanent living setting. The expectation is the
youth returns to the original household or alternative permanent living situation at

the end of the temporary period.
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Formal Placement in an Alternative Setting Other Than the BCP Shelter or
the Original Home/Housing: It was determined that thiterests of the youth
would best be served by placement away from the household of residence and not
in the BCP shelter. The new living situation should be safe, appropriate and
suitable to the needs and development of the youth.

Admissin to BCP Shelter Services for More Than One Night After Receiving
Preventive Services:The youth was provided more than one night of temporary
shelter (full intake at the BCP shelter) after prevention efforts during a crisis
intervention period, with aripation of reunification with the family or in an
alternative placement. The youth may have previously received any combination
of preventive services. Please enter the date the youth formally entered the BCP
shelter.

BCP Shelter Entrance Date: (mm/dd/yyyy)
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Transitional Living Entrance Record 8 New or Changed Data Elements

Only minor changes were made to the Transitional Living Entrance data collection form.

Child of Youth Data Entry Updated

The form for t kaa efitrglmas beeh steedmlinégeanntit thé user to view the records
for all of the youthés children together to simpl.i
Child Chil dbdés Dat|{Chil dbés G¢ChildCurrentlyin
Number | (mm/dd/yyyy) Parent Yout
1 Male No
Female Yes
2 Male No
Female Yes
3 Male No
Female Yes
4 Male No
Female Yes
5 Male No
Female Yes
6 Male No
Female Yes

Transitional Living Exit Record 8 New or Changed Data Elements

Changes implemented in NR.1 for the Transional Living Exit record are primarily in the area of
AServi ces Prresidentdlodnom ¢ ©ird @emtei al periods during a
other minor modifications are included.

Services to Pre-Residential and Non-Residential Youth

The Transitional Living Exit recordata entrynow supports services providemhon-residential youth

who have temporarily moved out of residency for a respite;time or cooling off period to reconnect

with their goals and to recommit to the progrdrhis data element also provides for entry of services
given to preresidential youtlbeing assessed for TLP residgmme on waiting lists who have not yet

entered the program residence. Both categories of youth may to receive various TLP services such as
counseling, meals, or special events during this period when they are not in residence.

If a youth is expected to return to TLP residency and is only temporarily absent, a TLP Exit record should
not be created untdither the youth returns and completes program or it is clear they are not expected
to return.
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21. ServicestoNene si dentRewii diePt® Yout h.
(NOTE: Parts of this section, specifically AAssess

most youth in the program sim@ssessment at entry and planning shortly thereafter is commonly
considered good practice).

Please selectne or moreresponses, as appropriate.

211. Assessment priorto TLPentryyThe yout hdéds needs and capa
assessed prior to adsmion to TLP in preparation for an expected opening in the TLP residency.
Assessment may mean psychological or vocational testing, fact finding, counseling, or other
activities that can determine if apafdP resi den
developing a Transitional Living Plan. Substance abuse assessment is also tepated

Services, item 10. Anventory of assessment todisveloped by the National Clearinghouse on

Families and Youth is available on request fromNEORHYMIShotline at 1888-749-6474.

212. Assessment during TLP residenci he yout hés needs and cap
assessed as part of the service during TLP resideSudystance abuse assessment is reported
separately under Services, item 10.

213. Transitional Life Planning: The youth, in collaboration with TLP staff,
professional counselors and/or mentors, created and agreed on a Transitifaaldn before

or shortly after moving into the TLP (often with assessment as a important etdrttenplan).
Transitional life Plans for all TLP youth are statutorily required by the Runaway and Homeless
Youth Act.

NOTE: Transitional Lfie Plans can be more successful when the youth is involved asraator

and partner. Plans may be creatiidizing features that appeal to young people, such as sports,

music or cultural themes, scrapbooks or passwootected, personalized internet pages or on the
TLP6s internal net wor k. These plans may be re
opportum t i es or adjust to circumstances. The APO:
services littp://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/fysb/content/positiveygueiiphasizes that asse

strengths, goals and other capacities of young people should factor into planning. The focus

should not be dominated by issues, problems, and deficits of the youth, which may be addressed

in an affirmative, developmental context.

214. Services in settings apart from the TLP: The youth received services besides
assessment, such as counseling, recreation, nutrition, etc., while not residing in the TLP, either
prior to joining or during a period of stanldy, a temporary leave of absence, respitr while on

a wait list (e.g., during the situation in the next field).

If the youth never formally enters the TLP, but received services other than casual oridrop

contact, NEORHYMIS reports should be createtihis situation would usually indicate

AProgram Co mp ltwot(leftoatudtarily with anuopporwriity) ahree(left

voluntarily with no plans). Even if the youth in this latter status had a transitional living plan

developed, he or she did not intend or appear to followWNOTE: Specific norresidency
activities can be reported under other options
services provided during residency.
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215. Respite, temporary leave of absence, standby or involuntary separatiokiter

joining the TLP as a resident, the youth was referred to a safe and appropriate living situation on
a temporary or conditional basis. This may be by agreement between the youth and the program
or involuntarily because of serious infractions or potential hairhe period of nomesidency

does not count as part of the statutory tilnated eligibility for TLP. It is advisable to stay
connected with the youth during these periods. There is no FYSB standard of foadtiese
situations orfor the length of Bsence. TLP should use discretion to assess each youth and
situation to determine if an invitation to return in the future may be appropriate.

NOTE: When return is possible, the NEORHYMIS Exit Report should not be opened or completed.

In cases of pernment involuntary discharge or unmistakable voluntlgarture, whichvill not involve

return, please provide information about the Living Situation at Exit and Program Completion Status in

the following sections and finalize the TLP Exit Report. Ifatybu6 s case has been cl os.
report after a long absence, then the youth reappears unexpectedly, start a new entrance record for the

youth. NEORHYMIS will create the same Youth ID in a new record.

Pregnant or Teen Parent Services Updated

ThePregnantor Teen ParefitSer vi ces Providedod secti oserviheas been
subtypes and to improve wording.

20. Pregnant or Teen Parent: Were services provided to a pregnge@nor teenparent?
If yes, please seleohe ormore responses, as appropriate:
201. Prenatal care
202. Birthing care
203. Postatal care
204. Nutrition/WIC
205. Child care
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Child of Youth Health Data Entry Updated

As for the TLP Entrance Record, the form for th€ h i
streaml

ned to

per mit
statistics previously entered are displayed but may not be edited (areas in grey below) during input of
child health status at exit.

| d
t he

‘J'Fmﬁmdifwﬁu
M_Suﬁms'me
of Yout hd health
user to view the

A

&4

Child Chil déds DaChi | doés | ChildCurrentlyin Chil dés
Number | (mm/dd/yyyy) Par ent Yo/ Status
Care?
1 Male No Good
Not Good
Female Yes Not Known
2 Male No Good
Not Good
Female Yes Not Known
3 Male No Good
Not Good
Female Yes Not Known
4 Male No Good
Not Good
Female Yes Not Known
5 Male No Good
Not Good
Female Yes Not Known
6 Male No Good
Not Good
Female Yes Not Known

stat u.

recor d:
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Basic Center and Transitional Living Entrance Records & Parallel Changes

The following section describes corresponding changes made in both the NR_v2.1 Basic Center Program
and Transitional Living Program Entrance recor@ibe substance of the modifications is the same in

both areas withat mostonly minor wording differencelsased on the RHY program name (Basic Center

or Transitional Living).

Host Home Data Iltem Added

Host Homewas addedsaa type oPrivateResidencaander A Li vi ng Sandasatypeon at E
of Individualr e f er r al under foiiddth BQPrard MLPRetrineea recards.s 0

4. Living situation at entry: Chooseonecode to indicate the living situation (this situation may be the
same or different from a prevention setting, if any), inchfthe youth spent at least six of the 12 months
prior to entrance. (If the youth did not spend more than 6 months at one residence during the 12 months
prior to entrance, enter the code corresponding to the residence in which he or she spent the most tim
during that period.)

Some of the living situation categories have further typectadsifications. If this is the case for the
applicable living situation at entry for the youth, then both a code for the living situation and a code for
living situationtype must be selected.

Living Situation at Entry (select one code or one code/type)

3 | In a Private 8 Host Home The residence of an adult other than a relativ
Residence or a friend operated as a host home.

5. Who referred the youth to the Basic Center Rhgram? Chooseone code for the individual or
organization through which the youth was advised about, sent, or directed to the Basic Center. Progra

Referral to Program (selectone code or one code/type)

2 | Individual 6 | Responsible Adult (not | The residence of an adult other than a
related) of aHost Home | relative or a friend operated as a host
home.

Youth Entry and Birth Date Validation Modified

In response to NEORHYMIS users who wished to maintain and/or correct their client databases with past
youth vist information, the BCP and TLP youth program entrance date validation has been modified. To
determine the youthos adlappicdatonnowgcampanesahnhbhe, youbt
birth to the program entrance date rather than the date thbedata is entered into NEORHYMI$

addition entrance dates more than two years in the past@spermitted with a warning message to the

user.

1C
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Basic Center and Transitional Living Exit Records & Parallel Changes

The following section describesrresponding changes made in both the NR_Basic Center Program
and Transitional Living Programxii records. The substance of the modifications is the same in both
areas withat mostpnly minor wording differencelsased on the RHY program name (iBaSenter or
Transitional Living).

Host Home Data Item Added

Host Homewvas added as a type Pfivate Residence n d kiving 8ituation at Exib for both BCP and
TLP exitrecords.

3. Living Situation at Exit: Chooseonecode that describes where theugfowill go upon
leaving the Basic Center Program at the conclusion of the periods described under 20 above.

Living Situation at Exit (selectonecode oronecode/type)

3| ToaPrivate |8 Host Home The residence of an adult other than a relativ
Residence or a friend operated as a host home.

New Program Connection Service Data Element

Individual Development Accountas added aseoption undeProgram Connectioii Ser vi ces Pr ovi
for both BCP and TLP exiecords.

18. Program Connection:
18.16. Individual Development Account

Services Provided Phrasing Updated

The wording of the two fiServices Providedd option:
theMentoring Youth (item 19), has been updated to be clearer and provide morsengrhthe
importance of these two types of assistance.

16. Community Service/Service Learning (CSLActivities that involve youth in helping
others or the community. A discussion of CSL, positive youth development and a variety of related
options to explore is available on request from the NEORHYMIS hotline88817/49-6474.

19. Mentoring youth during and/or after their term of services(NOTE: Mentoring is a one
to-one supportive relationship between a youth and a caring adult \sHela screened, trained with
appropriate skills, and who receives follayw supervision and support by the agen@youp activities
with other mentors can be valuable, but the-tmene relationship is paramourinformation on
effective mentoring prdices can be found atww.mentoring.org.

11
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Street Outreach Program Record 8 New or Changed Data Elements

A new data elemenumber of Contacts Shelterdths been added to count youth who come into contact
with the Street Outreach Program (SOP) aadsequentlyeceive shelter and/or other services for at least
one night. This new item captures the primary mission of SOP, which is to lead street youth into shelter
and services.

Please provide answerstothetmee e st i ons bel ow regarding Street
with young people:

1. Number of Contacts: Please enter the total number of contacts, during this reporting
period, with young people on the street or in diopenters by staff of theYSB-funded
Street Outreach Program.

2. Number of ContactsSheltered Please enter theumber of such contacts provided shelt
and/or other services for at least one night. This number must be less than or equal to
Number of Contactabove.

3. Number of Materials Distributed: Please enter the total number of materials distributed by Streg
Outreach Program staff to youth on the street.

1. Number of written materials distributed (for example, brochures or fliers.)

2. Number of health and giene products distributed (for example, First Aid or reproduct
health products.)

3. Number of food and drink items or packages distributed.

Basic Center Program Turnaway Record

There were no changes to Basic CenteProgram Turnaway section fhis NR v2.1 software release.

Transitional Living Program Turnaway Record

There were no changes to the Transitional Living Program Turnaway section in this NR v2.1 software
release.

Brief Service Contact Report

There were no changes to tBeef Servie Contactection in this NR v2.1 software release.

12
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General NEORHYMIS NR v2.1 Application Modifications

Several additional modifications to the NR.1 application have been made to enhance overall
functionality, improve data quality, and simplify datargntAlthough these changes are not directly

related to RHYMIS program data elements, they do affect the ease with which users can meet their grant
data entry and submission requirements. Application updates include changes in the following areas.

Utilities Changed

The NRv2.1 application utilities have been revamped to improve software security by removal of

outdated modules. The appearance and operation of the Federal Transfer, database backup, and database
restore functions have been updated and simpl e d . The obsolete AExternal
removed.

Youth Record Printing Implemented

BCP and TLP youth current visit records can now be printed in a consolidated format. Users can also
select and then pri nt vistsingthesdme @rmat.dluetNR.& grintfunctioor pr o g
has been improved to permit selection of a specific printer or cancellation of a printout and no longer
automatically uses the default printer.

Dat ab dpdatediDated0 Behavi or Modi fied

Each record ithe NEORHYMIS client database contains a field,Wipelated Datewhich captures the

date when any information in that record was last touched by the NEORHYMIS application. This date is
used to choose records for the Federal Transfer file and any reitiorah Updated Datewithin the

current reporting period is included.

In the NEORHYMIS NRv2.1 forms, théJpdated Datds reset to the current date only if the user editing
a BCP, TLP, or SOP record makes and then saves their data change(s). Inatbeif the initial state

of the record is the same as the final stateUihdated Datas not modified, regardless of the number of
times the user may have selected thesselacted any data element prior to saving the record.

This software modifickon will improve the quality of the Federal Transfer data submitted by excluding
unchanged records.
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